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Hamish received around 
21,000 of the 33,000 votes cast, 
beating Artor, MacKinnon and 
Poulsen.

The youngster was born in a 
special enclosure at the High-
land Wildlife Park near Kin-
gussie in December.

In the poll RZSS described 
Hamish as a name “ideal for 
a polar bear born in the High-
lands”.

Douglas Richardson, the 
park’s head of living collec-
tions, said: “We are delighted 
to have been able to engage 
with so many people.

“While we knew the public 
vote would be very popular, 
to have had more than 33,000 
votes and over 21,000 for Ham-
ish alone has been incredible.

“Of the choices put forward 
by our keepers, it was clear 

The first polar bear born in 
the UK for 25 years has been 
named Hamish in tribute to 
his Highland birthplace.

The Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland (RZSS) drew up a 
shortlist of four names for the 
four-month-old male cub and 
put them to a public vote.

Thousands vote to name Highlands-born polar bear Hamish
By Paul Ward

and what it means to produce 
art. I think our definitions are 
becoming much broader.”

Since 1996, six artists associ-
ated with Glasgow – Douglas 
Gordon, Martin Creed, Simon 
Starling, Richard Wright, 
Susan Philipsz and Martin 
Boyce – have all won the Turn-
er. 

Many more, including such 
names Christine Borland, Tris 

Vonna-Michell, Jim Lambie 
and Karla Black, have been 
nominated.

The city’s transforma-
tion into an internationally-
renowned centre for the visual 
arts has become known as the 
“Glasgow miracle”, a phrase 
first used by German curator 
Hans Ulrich Obrist.

iPhone video work helps cement 
Glasgow’s dominance of Turner shortlist

It is the contemporary art 
prize that has become synon-
ymous with one Scottish insti-
tution in particular.

Charlotte Prodger yesterday 
became the latest Glasgow-
trained artist to be shortlist-
ed for the Turner prize, per-
haps the most famous - and at 
times controversial - award of 
its kind.

She was nominated for two 
video works, including one 
shot on an iPhone and named 
Bridgit after the Neolithic dei-
ty. The other traces a history of 
recent video formats and the 
artist’s personal history.

Prodger’s films often build a 
complex narrative exploring 
relationships between queer 
bodies, landscape, language, 
technology and time.

The 44-year-old studied at 
Goldsmiths college in Lon-
don before completing a Mas-
ters at Glasgow School of Art 
(GSA), which has produced no 
fewer than five previous Turn-
er winners.

Judges praised the Glasgow-
based artist for “the nuanced 
way in which she deals with 
identity politics, particularly 
from a queer perspective.”

Also shortlisted for the 2018 
Turner are London-based 
Forensic Architecture - a col-
lective of 15 architects, film-
makers, software develop-
ers, journalists and lawyers 
who have worked around the 
world.

They are joined by film-mak-
ers Naeem Mohaiemen and 
Luke Willis Thompson in the 
race to claim the £40,000 first 
prize.

Scotsman art critic Susan 
Mansfield said: “It’s an inter-
esting shortlist as all those 
nominated primarily work in 
film. There is also a similarity 
in themes as they are all partic-
ularly engaged in issues such 
as race, gender, and humani-
tarian causes - although some 
more than others.

“I wouldn’t say this is the first 
time this has happened - but 

●● Video artist the 
latest GSA alumni 
to be nominated
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A poem by Jackie Kay 
about the “complicated 
grief” she felt at the death 
of her birth mother has 
been named as one of the 
best published last year.

The Scottish poet lau-
reate’s work “Margaret’s 
Moon”, in which she exam-
ines her reaction to the 
death of the woman who 
gave her up for adoption, 
is one of 20 on the Scot-
tish Poetry Library’s best 
of 2017 list.

The anthology, which 
will be published online 
today, is drawn from 
poems written by Scots 
or by poets based north of 
the border and is edited by 
Roddy Woomble, the front-
man of the band Idlewild.

In her poem, Kay writes 
that after her birth moth-
er’s death the sky “had 
the most beautiful of all 
sunsets”, but that she had 
left life “half-written, half 
unsaid”.

Kay was adopted by a 
communist couple as a 
baby and brought up in 
1960s Glasgow. In her 
writing she has often doc-
umented her own strug-
gles with selfhood.

In her award-winning 
memoir Red Dust Road, 
she described her search 
for her birth parents, a 
Nigerian student and a 
young nurse from the 
Highlands.

Speaking in 2016, Kay said 
she had attended her birth 

Poem about 
grief named 
one of the best 
of past year

By CHrIS green

Turner shortlists are generally 
known as featuring a diverse 
range of artists with few obvi-
ous connections.

“The choice of Forensic 
Architecture is also intrigu-
ing as they are a collective, 
not all of whom are artists. 
A similar group, Assemble, 
won the Turner prize in 2015 
and it raised all kinds of ques-
tions about who is an artist, 
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from the first day of voting 
that Hamish was going to be 
the runaway winner and we 
are delighted that Victoria’s 
cub now has a name.

“Conservation is at the heart 
of what we do and Ham-
ish’s story is hopefully help-
ing to raise awareness of the 
threats polar bears are facing 
in the wild as a result of cli-
mate change and more direct 

human activities.”
Hamish was born in the 

week before Christmas, with 
Victoria having mated with 
Arktos, one of two male polar 
bears at the park.

RZSS described the birth as 
an “outstanding achievement” 
and the process was featured 
in a Channel 4 documentary 
that was broadcast earlier this 
year.




