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Luke Willis Thompson. Image courtesy of the artist, courtesy Turner Prize.

Today, the nominees were announced (http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-britain/exhibition/turner-prize-2018) for the always

closely watched Turner Prize, awarded annually to a British artist on the merit of a show seen in the previous year. As usual, the

selection of the finalists can be read as a referendum on trends in contemporary art—there is already a lot of talk about how the

winners focus on the politics of race and primarily employ an expanded form of documentary filmmaking—with the choice of the

winner constituting a statement on What Art Is Important Now. Of course, the official Turner Prize show won’t open until later this

year (it runs September 25, 2018-January 6, 2019), so definitive answers to that conversation remain quite a ways away.

In the meantime, here is a rundown of what you need to know about each of the four 2018 nominees.

Forensic Architecture

A composite analog and digital model in which Forensic Architecture reconstructed Andreas Temme’s reenactment. Image: Forensic Architecture, 

2017.

Who They Are: The group (https://www.forensic-architecture.org), founded in 2010 by the architect Eyal Weizman and based at 

Goldsmiths College in London, describes itself (https://news.artnet.com/exhibitions/turner-prize-nomination-forensic-architecture-

1273889) not as an art collective but as an “independent research agency,” bringing together artists, filmmakers, computer 

programmers, scientists, and more in the service of creating high-impact visualizations of complex information that can be 

submitted as evidence in court cases related to human-rights abuses.

Work to Know: 77sqm_9:26min (https://www.forensic-architecture.org/case/77sqm_926min/) (2017)

The project, presented as both a video (https://vimeo.com/220840144) and a report (http://www.forensic-architecture.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/06/77sqm_9.26min_Report_2017.07.18.pdf) that involved building a scale model of a crime scene inside

the House of World Cultures in Berlin, was presented as part of documenta 14—though, fittingly for a group dedicated to

collaboration, the presentation was itself part of a collective endeavor, with the work being shown as part of an installation by the

Society of Friends of Halit (http://www.documenta14.de/en/public-programs/22411/the-society-of-friends-of-halit), a group

dedicated to antiracist organizing inspired by the 2006 murder of Turkish-born Halit Yozgat by neo-Nazis.

77sqm_9:26min amounts to a “counter investigation” into the testimony of a German intelligence agent who was on the scene of

Yozgat’s murder, postulating the complicity of government-affil iated forces in the crime. It has received widespread

(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/07/architects-called-upon-to-aid-neo-nazi-trial) media attention

(https://theintercept.com/2017/10/18/germany-neo-nazi-murder-trial-forensic-architecture/), and inspired a rebuttal from the

Christian Democrat party. Our critic called it the “most important piece at documenta 14.”

(https://news.artnet.com/exhibitions/documenta-14-kassel-forensic-nsu-trial-984701)
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Portrait of Naeem Mohaiemen. Photo by Abeer Hoque, courtesy Turner Prize.

Who He Is: Mohaiemen (b. 1969) was born in London and raised in Bangladesh, but is probably best known as a New York City 

artist (he’s currently a PhD candidate at Columbia). His show “Naeem Mohaiemen: There Is No Last Man

(https://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/3896)” has only just recently closed at MoMA PS1 in New York. In a year where 

Forensic Architecture’s nomination puts the spotlight on collective work, it’s notable that Mohaiemen got his start as part of the 

Visible Collective in NYC from 2001 to 2006, which labored to draw attention to attacks on Arabs and Muslims after 9/11.

Naeem Mohaimen, Two Meetings and a Funeral (2017) Photo by Michael Nast, courtesy documenta 14.

Work to Know: Two Meetings and a Funeral (2017)

Co-commissioned by the Sharjah Art Foundation and the Ford Foundation and (also) seen in Kassel during documenta 14,

Mohaiemen’s sharp three-channel experimental documentary offered an absorbing reflection on the fate of the Non-Aligned

Movement, a group of countries aligned with neither the Soviet Union not the United States during the Cold War. Reflecting on the

movement’s promises and ironies, it includes testimony from The Darker Nations author Vijay Preshad.

Charlotte Prodger

Naeem Mohaiemen
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Charlotte Prodger, 2017. 

Photography © Emile Holba 2018, courtesy Turner Prize.

Who She Is: Prodger (b. 1974) was trained at Goldsmiths College and the Glasgow School of Art, and these days works in

Glasgow. Her experimental films have been multiply honored, as she has also received the 2014 Margaret Tait Award

(https://www.a-n.co.uk/news/charlotte-prodger-wins-2014-margaret-tait-award) and the 2017 Paul Hamlyn Award

(https://artists.phf.org.uk/artist/charlotte-prodger/). She received her Turner Prize nomination for a show of two videos at the

Bergen Kunsthall, “BRIDGIT / Stoneymollan Trial. (http://www.kunsthall.no/en/?

k=1&id=27&aid=2661&ark=1&aar=2018&arrtID=6&ArrLokID=&index=1)” (For the curious, a catalogue for that show can be found

online (http://www.kunsthall.no/Dokmntr/NO5_13_FINAL_DIGITAL_1.pdf).)

Work to Know: BRIDGIT (2016)

A kind of video diary/collage, the 32-minute film alternates between images of Prodger’s Glasgow home and the misty, rugged

Scottish Highlands, and the passage in between. It’s overlaid with 10 spoken narratives, mixing personal thoughts and snippets of

philosophy and reflections on ancient archaeology—and since it is all shot on a phone, it is intended as an extended reflection on

the changing nature of perception and how the body shapes our understanding of the world. “The ‘permanently filming’

tradition of Michel Auder and Jonas Mekas is updated for the ubiquity now routinely achieved via the iPhone,” according to Frieze

(https://frieze.com/article/charlotte-prodger).

Luke Willis Thompson
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Luke Will is Thompson, Autoportrait (2017). Photo by Andy Keate, courtesy the artist.

Who He Is: Born in Auckland, New Zealand, in 1988 and now living and working in London, Thompson is among other things 

known for his performance at the New Museum Triennial in 2015, Eventually they introduced me to the people i

immediately recognised as those who would take me out anyway, in which participants followed actors out of the museum on 

walks to sites associated with racial tension, including (http://cultbytes.com/all/luke-willis-thompson-new-museum-triennial/) the 

onetime Bronx house of David Floyd, the plaintive in Floyd v. City of New York, the landmark case about stop-and-frisk policing.

Work to Know: autoportrait (2017)

Diamond Reynolds entered the public eye for a tragic reason: she streamed, via Facebook Live, the aftermath of the police kill ing 

of her partner Philando Castile, in Minnesota. In 2016, Thompson reached out to Reynolds and her lawyer, and collaborated with 

her on a film, autoportrait, shot in a silent 35mm black-and-white inspired by the format of Andy Warhol

(http://www.artnet.com/artists/andy-warhol/)’s Screen Tests. The filmic portrait is intended to offer a counter-image to the 

horrifying moment that exposed her to media attention.

Alex Quicho, writing in ArtReview (https://artreview.com/reviews/online_review_aug_2017_luke_willis_thompson/), argued that the

meditative presentation, which forced you to confront Reynolds’s solitary, mute image, was “a quiet riposte to the demands of

media to perform, articulate, and re-enact one’s trauma in exchange for public sympathy and belief.”

Follow artnet News (https://www.facebook.com/artnet) on Facebook: 
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Art Industry News: The 2018 Turner Prize Nominees Are
Revealed + More Must-Read Stories
Plus, the Mexican American photographer Laura Aguilar has died and an artist sues Old Navy for copyright

infringement.

Tate Britain. 

photo: Courtesy of Tate.

artnet News (https://news.artnet.com/about/artnet-news-39), April 26, 2018

Art Industry News is a daily digest of the most consequential developments coming out of the art world and art market. Here’s

what you need to know this Thursday, April 26.

NEED-TO-READ
Artist Sues Old Navy for Copyright Infringement – LA-based artist Lili Chin is suing the clothing company for allegedly ripping

off il lustrations from her “Dogs of the World” series on a set of PJs that the brand started selling last fall. Old Navy is denying any

copyright infringement. “All I want is for Old Navy to do the right thing,” Chin says, adding would have been happy to collaborate.

(Complex (http://www.complex.com/life/2018/04/la-artist-suing-old-navy-for-ripping-off-her-work))
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Photographer Laura Aguilar Has Died at 58 – The Mexican-American photographer, whose retrospective at the Vincent Price

Museum of Art made her a breakout star of Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA, has died. Her work, much of which examines identity

and ideas of beauty, aimed to make marginalized communities—including lesbians, Latinas, the working class, and overweight

people—visible. (ARTnews (http://www.artnews.com/2018/04/25/laura-aguilar-compassionate-photographer-marginalized-groups-

dies-58/))

Tate Britain Names Four Turner Prize Nominees – The London museum has issued its ever-surprising shortlist

(https://news.artnet.com/art-world/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-2018-turner-prize-nominees-1274210) for the world’s most

famous art prize, giving the nod to Forensic Architecture, a Goldsmiths-based research unit that employs refined aesthetics to

produce high-impact data visualizations for use in trials regarding human-rights abuses; Naeem Mohaiemen, whose films fuse

personal history with narratives of forced migration and post-colonialism; Charlotte Prodger, a filmmaker who tackles issues of

queer identity by subtly introducing them within the context of landscapes and natural history; and Luke Willis Thompson, a film

and performance artist who uses his work to powerfully explore racial oppression. (Guardian

(https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2018/apr/26/turner-prize-shortlist-pits-academic-group-against-film-makers))

Thieves Strike the Vienna Secession’s “Golden Cabbage” – The dome on the historic Art Nouveau building has been plundered.

Half a dozen of its gilded leaves were stolen on Monday night as thieves took advantage of scaffolding erected for restoration

work. The museum is beefing up its security to protect the remaining gold-coated leaves, which are each worth around $1,200.

(The Local (https://www.thelocal.at/20180425/golden-cabbage-leaves-stolen-off-vienna-landmark))

ART MARKET
Illinois to Enjoy Kerry James Marshall (http://www.artnet.com/artists/kerry-james-marshall/) Windfall – A struggling

municipal authority in Ill inois has voted to auction off Kerry James Marshall’s painting Past Times (1997) at Sotheby’s next month.

The work, which was prominently featured in the artist’s recent traveling retrospective, is expected to bring in between $8 million

and $12 million. The authority bought the painting the year it was made for $25,000—making this sale a potential 48,000 percent

return. (Bloomberg (https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-25/a-48-000-return-on-a-painting-may-be-ill inois-best-

investment))

Basquiat Boosts Christie’s Amsterdam $10.3 Million Sale – The auction house attracted a growing number of Asian clients to

participate in the city’s postwar and contemporary sale, which made a total of $10.3 million. One highlight was a Jean-Michel

Basquiat (http://www.artnet.com/artists/jean-michel-basquiat/) work on paper from the collection of designer Martin Visser, which

sold for $893,276 with fees. (Press release (http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=11&int_new=104158))

Liste Founder to Retire – Peter Bläuer is stepping down after directing Basel’s art fair for emerging artists and galleries for the

past 23 years. Ahead of the fair’s upcoming edition in June, he will begin a new role as vice president of the fair’s board. He has

handed off management of the operation to a nonprofit while the fair hunts for a new head. (ARTnews

(http://www.artnews.com/2018/04/25/liste-founder-director-peter-blauer-announces-retirement/))

Christie’s Reveals Full Blue-Chip Tisch Collection – The 40 works, which will be sold in New York next month, are expected to

generate $80 million for the family’s foundations. Highlights include Alberto Giacometti (http://www.artnet.com/artists/alberto-

giacometti/) and Henry Moore (http://www.artnet.com/artists/henry-moore-2/) bronzes and work by Willem de Kooning

(http://www.artnet.com/artists/willem-de-kooning/), Joan Miró (http://www.artnet.com/artists/joan-miró/), and Pablo Picasso

(http://www.artnet.com/artists/pablo-picasso/). Léger’s Les trois femmes au bouquet (1922) will lead the sale with an estimate of

$12 million to $18 million. (Press release (http://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=11&int_new=104176#.WuGbE9Xwa2w))

COMINGS & GOINGS
Museums Invest in Tech With Knight Grants – Eight museums across the US can now hire full-time, in-house digital experts

thanks to the Knight Foundation, which has announced dedicated grants worth a total of $970,000. The beneficiaries include the

Detroit Institute of Arts, the Wolfsonian in Miami Beach, and the San Jose Museum of Art. (Press release)

Magnum Photographer Abbas Has Died – The Iran-born, Paris-based photojournalist Abbas has died at age 72. He documented

the Iranian Revolution, South Africa under apartheid, and conflicts in Bangladesh, Vietnam, and the Middle East. (AFP

(http://www.artdaily.org/index.asp?int_sec=11&int_new=104180))

Martin Scorsese Wins Spain’s Royal Arts Prize – The film director will receive the Princess of Asturias Award for the Arts from

Spain’s King Felipe VI in October. Previous American recipients of the prestigious honor include architect Frank Gehry and

director Francis Ford Coppola. (AFP (http://www.artdaily.org/index.asp?int_sec=11&int_new=104179))
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Canadian Museums at Odds Over a David – An art swap proposed by the National Gallery of Art in Winnipeg has set off a

firestorm in Canada. The museum wants to sell one of its two Chagalls to buy a work by David from a cash-strapped church in

Quebec. But Quebec institutions, as well as the local government, are fighting to keep the painting. National Gallery director Marc

Mayer says that if Quebec can raise the $5 million needed to buy it, “then hats off, bravo.” (Bloomberg

(https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-24/museums-clash-over-attempt-to-sell-a-chagall-to-pay-for-a-david)) 

FOR ART’S SAKE
Bar Tip Money Funds Artists in LA – Next time you go to an art event in LA, remember to tip your bartender. A group of

bartenders who frequent art events, performances, and museum openings have decided to pool their tips and redistribute them as

artist grants. To date, 10 artists in LA have benefitted from $1,000 prizes from the so-called Bar Fund. (LA Magazine

(http://www.lamag.com/culturefiles/bar-fund-la/))

Kate Bush Pens Brontë Tribute on Wuthering Heights – The singer has written a tribute to Emily Brontë for a new public art

installation honoring the author and her talented sisters on the moors. The singer joins three writers whose words will be

inscribed on four stones, creating a trail l inking their famous home and their birthplace in Yorkshire. (BBC

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-43897500))

Latoya Ruby Frazier Flies a Flag for Flint – A flag that seeks to raise awareness of the ongoing water pollution crisis in Flint,

Michigan, is flying atop 16 institutions across the US thanks to the artist Latoya Ruby Frazier and Creative Time. The New York-

based nonprofit unfurled the latest in its artist-designed “Pledges of Allegiance” series yesterday. (Press release)

Lynching Memorial Includes Black Lives Matter Sculpture – The artist Hank Willis Thomas (http://www.artnet.com/artists/hank-

willis-thomas/) has created a new version of the sculpture Raise Up for the new memorial (https://news.artnet.com/art-

world/legacy-museum-memorial-peace-justice-1272686) to the victims of lynching and racial violence in the US. The work, which

addresses police violence against African Americans and racial bias in the criminal justice system, is due to be unveiled today at

the opening of the National Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Alabama. (Instagram

(https://www.instagram.com/p/BiAND60nCQS/?taken-by=hankwillisthomas))
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